To date, community members have met with the Minister for Public Transport the Hon Lynne Kosky (Melb Jan, Feb 08) followed by a regional meeting with Ursula McGinnes General Manager – Stakeholder Relations and James Edmiston Regional Manager (Castlemaine 3 April 08) in brief, main focus being: 

· Reversing the ban of bikes on peak hour trains

· Recommendations for short term improvements implemented such as signage, communication, allocated bike space on trains, bike racks and storage (cages) at railway stations

· Medium to long term solutions 

· Bikes & rail services - commuter/intermodal travel

Suggested AGENDA ITEMS 
Mtg Thurs JULY 17th 2008, 6.20pm for a 6.30 start

Ray Bradfield Room  (next to Victory Park/Market Building)

Castlemaine 
Previous meetings with the Minister Lynne Kosky and Vline, initially centred on reversing the ban of bikes on peak hour rail services and associated fall out. From this we sought to establish and improve relations and communication and gain an understanding of the processes and direction of rail services by Govt departments and in this instance, Vline

It has been suggested that further meetings and discussions need to emphasis the med to long term requirements, which engages cycling and multi-model travel being encouraged as part of an integrated public transport model that aims to: 

i. actively promote and support commuter cyclists

ii. reduce the reliance on oil usage and minimise car use 
iii. benefit and improve public, individual, community and environmental health

iv. provide broad rail services 

v. assist in the creation and implementation of a Green Action Plan for rail services

vi. acknowledge that cycling is recognised and supported as a sustainable form of everyday transport.

All of the above points were contained in our submission presented to the Hon Min Lynne Kosky, during the review undertaken re ban of bicycles onto peak hour rail services, early 2008. 

For the up and coming meeting, we would like to include the above in the discussion, as well as the following specific items: 
i. Any outstanding items from the meeting held 3.4.08
ii. Introduction of the intermediary carriages which was proposed to commence in July, where is this at?
iii. Installation of the Bike Cages, where is this at?

· How will this work? 

· What number of bikes will this hold? 

iv. Brief outline of a proposed meeting with Bike Victoria in relation to how BV can better represent regional commuters.

v. Where DOI and Vline are at re medium to long term planning and design changes to accommodate larger number of bicycles on all train services. 

vi. Public transport and bikes form a perfect partnership with intermodal transport how will vline start to work to support this partnership? With an emphasis on community consultation and  open discussions with communities to assist with the emphasis of sustainable transport planning and use – connecting bus lines, walking paths, cycling paths, drop and drive, with a reduced emphasis on increased car parking at rail stations? 
vii. What is vlines policy in working towards reducing greenhouse gases? 
viii. How will VLine work to ensure that they have representation from their two biggest lines on a number of issues including cycling. 

ix. Fold up bikes, promotion where is this at? Would this involve local cycling retailers? In this way the local community reap far greater benefits.

x. Ecotourism, cycling & rail travel – how does Vline see its involvement, promotion and creation of inter connecting Rail Trails within Shires – in this instance Mt Alexander Shire/Macedon Ranges and the City of Greater Bendigo region? 
Community members who will not be attending the meeting have asked for a response to the following:

· “I’d be interested to know the number of customers on the  Bendigo line generally and in particular those leaving from Castlemaine for  the years; 2000/1 to 2007/8.”
· A very belated item from a commuter who wrote in May, post our previous mtg the following which may have since been remedied.......” at Southern Cross booking Office there is a sign at the queue that talks of changes on Jan 1. The last is the bike ban. Ie they are still stating that bikes can't be taken on Vline trains in peak period at Southern
Cross thereby misleading the public by not removing that item of the
Jan 1 changes. And they have been doing this for, what, 6-7 weeks
now....!”
· “While it is uncomfortable for commuters to have to stand it also makes it very difficult for people to bring bikes onto the train as the bike spaces are often occupied by standing commuters. I have also heard concern expressed by cyclists about their bikes being knocked over and generally disregarded”
· “A point I would like to take up with VLine is the booking on of luggage and help provided to people. This has caused pain for some of our older passengers and I think I told you of the old person I met who almost had a heart attack having to get to the other side of the track to the other platform. She had to use a frame and another passenger helped with her roll on luggage. She said that she will never catch a train again and this means that she cannot travel to see her family anymore. I have similar issues with the carriage of animals. A very important service would be the provision of timetables for our local bus routes because they do connect to the rail. It is very hard to get this info. And when are they going to fix up their website so that I can find the bus timetables for intrastate Victoria on the search part?”

· “l would like to see the introduction of an intra-regional train service between Kynton and Bendigo. Its a waste of time and effort to always have to rely or have extended waiting times for rail services which have to come or go to Melb or even further up the line. What is also becoming more of an issue that impacts on services is also the hot weather, which we are experiencing more as the norm and longer spells of. This is especially problematic as trains can be delayed or cancelled in some instances. The localisation of a service could at least create a train inbetween Melb services as well as reducing the times due to delays etc”
Jill Gibson

jillg@vic.chariot.net.au
54723098

0409404791
GHG data for information only

Transport is about 15% of Australia's greenhouse gas emissions, and about 17% in Central Victoria. If a person who normally cycles to the station in Bendigo, trains and then cycles in Melbourne, now has to drive all the way, then that would create an additional 28 tons per year, approx, and for someone commuting by car between Bendigo and Castlemaine it would be about 3 tons per year.
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